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                                Hanford lays groundwork for resumption of TRU shipments to WIPP                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — Hanford Site managers in Washington state intend to have their transuranic waste program certified by the Department of Energy in fiscal 2026 and start shipping to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico in 2028, a contractor official said at a conference last week.

Mike Douglas, waste projects manager for Amentum-led Central Plateau Cleanup Co., made the assessment during a Thursday session at the Waste Management Symposia conference.

It has been more than a dozen years since Hanford has sent waste to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) near Carlsbad, N.M., Douglas said. Many people who did that work have retired or are no longer at Hanford, he said.

Hanford will initially make one or two shipments weekly and send all of its contact-handled transuranic waste to WIPP by 2039, according to Douglas’s slide presentation. The more-radioactive remote-handled waste should be disposed of at WIPP in the 2040s, according to the presentation.

According to a DOE document from October 2023, roughly 70,000 containers of transuranic waste, which includes radioactively contaminated rags, tools and debris, were stored in Hanford Area 200’s low-level burial grounds. Douglas said crews are testing the canister to ensure they are fit to travel to WIPP.

“About 24,000 cubic meters of suspect transuranic waste is to be processed and an estimated 10,000 cubic meters will eventually be shipped to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant,” according to DOE’s recently-released fiscal 2025 budget request justification.

“What we are finding is about a 12% dropout rate,” Douglas said. That’s the percentage of canisters stored in the transuranic area that actually turn out to be low-level radioactive waste, he added.

DOE tightened vetting of waste drums headed to WIPP after a February 2014 accident in which an improperly remediated container from the Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico overheated, burst open and caused an underground radiation leak. The accident contaminated parts of the underground and forced WIPP out of operation for about three years.

A 10-year Strategic Vision document released by DOE’s Office of Environmental Management for 2024 through 2034, only says that Hanford will resume transuranic waste shipments to WIPP “later in the decade.” 
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                                Tree-cutting, groundwater study underway for new Oak Ridge landfill                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            The second phase of construction for a new onsite landfill is underway at the Department of Energy’s Oak Ridge Site in Tennessee, the agency said last week.

This phase involves taking down trees, groundwater monitoring and other chores. A minority-owned small business, CTI and Associates, was hired to do a groundwater demonstration study, the site prime contractor, Amentum-led United Cleanup Oak Ridge (UCOR), said last week in a press release. The first phase of landfill construction, which includes rerouting Bear Creek Road and Haul Road, should be wrapped up this spring, DOE said in the press release.

DOE and UCOR held a groundbreaking ceremony for the 2.2-million-cubic-yard Environmental Management Disposal Facility in August. It will eventually replace the existing Environmental Management Waste Management Facility, which should be full within four years or so.

The old landfill holds much waste from the DOE Office of Environmental Management’s demolition of structures on the old K-25 gaseous diffusion plant area. 

The new landfill is needed for low-level radioactive debris from dismantling mercury-laden buildings at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Y-12 National Security Complex, according to DOE.

Construction of the new onsite disposal cell has been called vital to future Oak Ridge environmental remediation by DOE and Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (R-Tenn.), who chairs the House Appropriations energy and water development subcommittee.
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                                Compromise ‘24 budget skips debate on consolidated interim storage consent                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            The Department of Energy’s final budget for fiscal year 2024 does not contain a federal ban on commercial interim storage sites to which states have not consented.

A version of DOE’s 2024 budget bill that passed the House last year specified that none of the agency’s appropriations for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 could be used “in furtherance of any agreement among private entities for consolidated interim storage of spent nuclear fuel that is not specifically authorized under federal law until such time that host state and local governments and any affected Indian tribes have formalized their consent.”

The Senate’s first version of DOE’s 2024 budget did not contain the House’s ban, or anything about commercial interim storage, though the report on the Senate’s first bill urged the agency “to move forward under existing authority to identify a site for a Federal interim storage facility.”

All of that was gone from the final bill, passed on March 9. The final bill report, which contains language often seen as strict guidelines for agencies rather than rules, also did not include language about interim storage, either of the federal or commercial variety.
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                                Federal judge again rejects adding plaintiffs to current UCOR COVID case                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            A federal district court judge in Tennessee has again refused to allow a group of more than 20 people to join a COVID-19 lawsuit filed by fired contractors at the Department of Energy’s Oak Ridge Site.

U.S. District Judge Travis McDonough rejected a motion for reconsideration filed last month by prospective plaintiffs who say they too were wrongly terminated by Amentum-led UCOR. The group sought inclusion in the COVID-19 firings case brought by Carlton Speer, Melana Dennis and Zachariah Duncan, who had refused vaccination on religious grounds.

In the four-page ruling, the judge said “the fact that some courts have allowed intervention at later stages of litigation does not compel the court to allow permissive intervention in this case.”

The motion for reconsideration fails to explain “how intervention by twenty-two additional plaintiffs, each with highly fact-intensive claims requiring extensive discovery, would not substantially delay the resolution of Plaintiffs Carlton Speer, Malena Dennis, and Zachariah Duncan’s claims,” McDonough said.

UCOR also has an interest in prompt resolution of the existing case, even if it must subsequently defend itself in a new lawsuit later on, according to the order. It is not it is not “patently unfair” to require intervenors “to proceed as any other plaintiff normally would.

The 22 people seeking inclusion to this case “could have brought their claims individually at the time they were terminated [in 2021], as is the normal method of litigating claims,” Judge McDonough wrote. “If they had done so, many of their claims very well might have already been resolved on the merits by now.”
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                                Work starts on DOE’s Fortis spent fuel rail car                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            Kasgro Rail, New Castle, Pa., started building part of a prototype heavy-duty rail car to transport spent nuclear fuel, the Department of Energy’s Office of Nuclear Energy announced Monday.

Fabrication of deck components for the prototype, eight-axle Fortis railcar began “recently,” according to the office’s press release.

Fortis is one of two rail cars DOE is building to transport spent fuel and high-level radioactive waste, once DOE has anywhere to move such material.

DOE book keeps funding for both railcars in the Nuclear Energy office’s Integrated Waste Management System subprogram. According to the 2025 budget request DOE released last week, fabrication started in fiscal year 2023, which ended on Oct. 1.

The Integrated Waste Management System subprogram has a $55-million budget for 2024, under an appropriations package signed into law on March 9. DOE has requested $53 million for the account in fiscal year 2025.

At an industry conference last week in Phoenix, Paul Murray, DOE’s deputy assistant secretary for spent fuel and waste disposition, said the agency planned a tour of the rails for at least one of its custom cars and some of the casks it will eventually carry.

“We will take an empty…cask and we will drive it around the country,” Murray said during a panel discussion at the annual Waste Management Symposia last week in Phoenix.

Stops on the tour could include Union Station in Washington, only a few minutes by foot from the U.S. Capitol, Murray said.
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                                NNSA seeks study contractor for effort to mature Oak Ridge defense refining tech                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            The National Nuclear Security Administration on Friday solicited bids for a one-year study about a pilot plant to test defense uranium-refining technology developed by the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

Bids are due April 15, the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) wrote in a procurement notice posted online for the firm-fixed-price NNSA Domestic Uranium Enrichment Pilot Plant Study contract.

The Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s Domestic Uranium Enrichment Centrifuge Experiment (DUECE) is one of two domestic uranium refining options, along with Centrus Energy Corp.’s AC-100M, that the NNSA had been considering as the foundation for its next defense-enrichment plant, which would be the first in the U.S. since the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant shut down in 2013.

DOE wants to start refining new defense-useable uranium by 2030 or so. In the meantime, Oak Ridge “is planning to demonstrate the DUECE technology in an engineering-scale cascade testbed at a facility located on their campus in Oak Ridge, Tennessee,” the NNSA wrote in a statement of work appended to the solicitation.

Testing on the second of two planned DUECE demonstration cascades should finish in the 2029 fiscal year, which runs through Sept. 30, 2029, according to a requirements report for DUECE dated January 2024 and posted online with the study solicitation.

Oak Ridge’s technology, less developed than Centrus’, has to be “tested in a pilot plant to demonstrate centrifuge reliability, production-scale cascade operations, production-rate centrifuge manufacturing, and other supporting systems,” the NNSA said in the statement of work.

NNSA estimates it has enough highly enriched uranium to meet national defense needs into the 2050s. 

After that, the agency will need more low-enriched uranium to help produce tritium for nuclear weapons at the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Watts Bar Unit 1 and Unit 2 civilian power reactors in Tennessee. 

Next, the NNSA will need more highly enriched uranium to make fuel rods for the Navy’s nuclear-powered warships and submarines. 

The trilateral AUKUS agreement, under which the United Kingdom and the U.S. are helping Australia acquire nuclear-powered, conventionally armed submarines, has also “accelerated the need for [highly enriched uranium] for both U.S. and Australian naval propulsion needs,” according to the DUECE requirements report.

The NNSA has been careful to keep two horses in its domestic uranium enrichment race, not rushing to make a choice between the two while the slower-to-develop Oak Ridge DUECE technology caught up with Centrus’ AC100M technology.

Centrus has benefitted from a big contract from another part of DOE to produce high assay low-enriched uranium at the Portsmouth Plant near Piketon, Ohio. That potentially decade-spanning deal will give Centrus a chance to pilot AC100M technology that might one day be adapted for defense use.

The Centrus machines in Piketon now contain some foreign-made parts that carry what are known as peaceful use obligations, meaning that uranium refined with machines that contain these parts cannot be used for defense purposes, under a series of international agreements.
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                                In revised complaint, plaintiff Shaw points to cancer rates around Portsmouth Site                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            A plaintiff who grew up within two miles of the Department of Energy’s Portsmouth Site in Ohio, filed an amended federal court complaint last week against contractors he claims violated the Price Anderson Act and caused his acute myeloid leukemia.

Joshua Shaw, now in his early 50s, was diagnosed with leukemia in 2008 and even though now in remission, still suffers from pain, nausea and anxiety, according to the complaint filed March 14.

The illness is a type of cancer that starts in bone marrow and frequently spreads to the blood.

The amended complaint says cancer caused by radiation can take years to develop and Shaw assumed past and present Portsmouth contractors complied with safety regulations and prevented off-site contamination.

“Similarly, Plaintiff did not know, nor should he have known by exercising reasonable diligence that he had ever been exposed to radionuclides from PORTS, let alone at doses sufficient to cause bodily injury of any kind,” according to the complaint. This is because “exposure and dose can only be established by complex, costly and time-consuming expert testing and analysis well beyond the means or abilities of an ordinary person.”

The week prior to Shaw’s amended complaint, the group of current and former Portsmouth contractors asked the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio to throw out Shaw’s case, partly for failure to state a claim.

Reports by DOE, the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency show “multiple” releases of contamination into the air, water and soil, over time, according to Shaw’s complaint.

The counties surrounding the Portsmouth plant, “namely Pike, Scioto, Vinton, Adams, and Lawrence Counties, are among those having the highest cancer rates in Ohio,” according to the complaint.

Shaw is one of several locals who have sued Portsmouth contractors after Zahn’s Corner Middle School closed in May 2019 after enriched uranium was detected inside the building, according to the complaint.

Defendants are Bechtel Jacobs Company, BWXT Conversion Services, Centrus Energy, Fluor-BWXT Portsmouth, LATA/Parallax Portsmouth, Mid-America Conversion Services, United States Enrichment Corporation and Uranium Disposition Services.
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                                DOE rejects deadline extension for Portsmouth-Paducah tech support RFP                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            At least for now, the Department of Energy will not extend the April 9 proposal deadline for a solicitation for a new five-year Technical Support Services contract at the Portsmouth/Paducah Project Office.

In a set of questions and answers posted last week, DOE turned down a questioner who asked the final request for proposals (RFP) deadline be extended two weeks until April 23. “No. DOE does not anticipate extending the due date for proposals,” the agency said.

The RFP was published in late February and proposals are due by 4 p.m. Eastern Time on April 9. Dozens of businesses showed at least enough interest to kick the tires during a January pre-solicitation session.

During the 60-day transition period from incumbent Pro2Serve, the winning contractor will be expected to set up offices at all three locations: the Portsmouth Site in Ohio; the Paducah Site in Kentucky; and the central office at Lexington, Ky., according to DOE.

A $179-million contract held by Pro2Serve’s Enterprise Technical Assistance Services runs through March 2025.

DOE is shopping for a small business provider of administrative and technical support to the agency and its contractors serving the two former gaseous diffusion plant campuses.
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                                This week                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            Here are some events related to defense and civilian nuclear matters that Exchange Monitor staff are tracking this week:

March 

18: Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Holtec International. Hybrid meeting. “Palisades Pre-submittal Meeting with Holtec Decommissioning International, LLC on Emergency Plan for Resumption of Power Operations.” 9:30 a.m. Eastern time to to 11:20 a.m. Eastern time. Join the Microsoft Teams meeting online. Detailed agenda online.

19: Meeting: The Department of Energy’s and its prime contractor for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant hold a hybrid meeting and town hall starting at 5:30 p.m. Mountain Time from the  Lawrence Harris Occupational Technology Center at the University of New Mexico-Roswell. 

21: Meeting: The Citizens Advisory Board for the DOE Paducah Site in Kentucky meets starting at 5:30 p.m. Central Time  at the est Kentucky Community and Technical College, Emerging Technology Center, Room 215, 5100 Alben Barkley Drive, Paducah, Ky. for information, email [email protected].
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                                Former Veolia manager takes new job with Alpha                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            Michael Moulin-Ramsden, a former Veolia Nuclear Solutions manager, joined Alpha Safety last month as its director of business development for the United Kingdom and Continental Europe, according to a LinkedIn post.

Moulin-Ramsden, who spent about eight years with Veolia in business development roles, is also a founding director of a consulting firm, Haslam Advisory Ltd.
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