

    
        
            
            

                
                    
                        Toggle navigation
                        
                    

                                            
                            Sign In »
                        
                                    


                
                    
                    
                        
                    
                


                
                	Weapons Complex Monitor
	RadWaste Monitor
	Nuclear Security & Deterrence Monitor
	Morning Briefing


                

                	The Radioactive Exchange Newsletter Archives
	Subscribe
	Free eLetter Sign Up
	About Us
	Contact Us
	Advertise
	Industry Jobs
	Copyright Permissions

                	



                Affiliate Sites


                	Powermag
	Defense Daily


                
                    © Access Intelligence, LLC. All rights reserved.
                    

                    Privacy Policy | Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging
                

             
        


        
        
            
            

                
                    

                    
                        
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        ExchangeMonitor
                    


                    
                                                    

                                

                                Weapons Complex Monitor                            
                                                    

                                

                                RadWaste Monitor                            
                                                    

                                

                                Nuclear Security & Deterrence Monitor                            
                                                    

                                

                                Morning Briefing                            
                                            

                


                
                

                    	Events
	Subscribe
	Free eLetter Sign Up


                                            Sign In 

					
                    

                    
                        
                            
                            
                        
                    

                


            

            
            

            
            
            
            
            

            
            

    
        Professional newsletters and digital information products to facilitate an exchange of views and information among government officials, private industry executives, non-governmental organizations and other entities on critical national and international programs and policies.

        
            Sign up for ExchangeMonitor's FREE daily newsletter. Sign Up
        

    


    
        
            

                
                    
                        Weapons Complex Monitor
                    


                    
                        
                            Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean commodo ligula eget dolor. Aenean massa. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur
                        
                    

                


                 Subscribe
            

        

        
            

                
                    
                        Radwaste
 Monitor
                    


                    
                        
                            Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean commodo ligula eget dolor. Aenean massa. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur
                        
                    

                


                 Subscribe
            

        

        
        
            

                
                    
                        NUCLEAR DETERRENCE & SECURITY Monitor
                    


                    
                        
                            Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean commodo ligula eget dolor. Aenean massa. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur
                        
                    

                


                 Subscribe
            

        

        
            

                
                    
                        Weapons Complex Morning Briefing
                    


                    
                        
                            Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean commodo ligula eget dolor. Aenean massa. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur
                        
                    

                


                 Subscribe

            

        

    



            
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                

                



                                    
                    
	
		Sign In
	


	
        
        
				E-mail Address / Username
				
			

				Password
				
			

				
				
			
Forgot Password?

        

		

        

	


                    
                            

            
        
        
        
            

        


    



    
        






        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                        
                             March 12, 2024


                            
                                DOE hopes to select early clean power projects this fiscal year                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — The Department of Energy has issued requests for qualifications at four of the initial five nuclear properties in the agency’s Cleanup to Clean Energy program, officials here said Tuesday at the Waste Management Symposia conference.

As of this week, requests for qualifications (RFQ) have gone out at the Hanford Site in Washington state, Idaho National Laboratory, Nevada National Security Site and Savannah River Site in South Carolina, said Rob Seifert, a DOE Office of Environmental Management supervisor.The sites are looking for qualified companies to develop at least 200 megawatts of carbon free power at underutilized land.

The fifth site identified by DOE in this first clean energy round, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico, is a bit behind the others. It has issued a request for information and will hold an industry day later this month, Seifert said during a panel discussion.

“April is going to be a very busy month” for DOE reviewers, Seifert said. DOE wants to select projects at four of the five sites this fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30. DOE is handling the projects through realty agreement rather than federal acquisition regulations, he said. 

The agency is not required to hold a competitive process but decided to seek proposals, said Seifert.

The DOE Office of Environmental Management is not an expert on this but is learning fast, Seifert said.

The Idaho National Laboratory, which issued a request for information in October, received 23 responses, said Lance Lacroix, an operations manager at the lab.
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                                Dilute and dispose looks to boost shipments to WIPP this year                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — The Savannah River Site could send as many as 40 shipments of diluted surplus plutonium to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in 2024, a manager at the Savannah River Site said here.

Or maybe half that many, Lee Sims, K Area Facility Manager at Savannah River for the site’s Fluor-led prime contractor, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions.

“Between 20 and 40 shipments a year is kind of where we’re headed over the next year,” Sims said Tuesday in a technical session at the annual Waste Management Symposia. 

In the 2023 calendar year, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in New Mexico received 18 shipments of down-blended plutonium from Savannah River’s dilute and dispose program, according to WIPP’s public website. That accounted for most of the site’s 28 shipments of contact handled transuranic waste to the mine that year.

Eventually, Sims said, the dilute and dispose program wants to be able to send four shipments a week, or 208 shipments a year, to WIPP, where the material will be permanently buried as part of a National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) program to purge surplus plutonium, including 34-metric ton tranche, from the U.S. stockpile.

Right now, the dilute and dispose program has only a single glovebox at Savannah River Site’s K-Area to mix plutonium oxide with a concrete-like material once known as stardust. The White House, in its 2025 budget request, asked for $40 million in nonproliferation construction funds to help build a second glovebox. 

That would be a drop from the $77M the construction account got in the 2024 appropriations bill signed late last week, but NNSA says it will have unspent appropriations to spend on the project next year because of delays completing its design this year. 

Eventually, the NNSA wants to operate three dilute-and-dispose gloveboxes at K-Site.

Meanwhile, the agency has short-term hurdles to deal with in the dilute and dispose program, which besides Savannah River relies on the Advanced Recovery and Integrated Extraction System at the Los Alamos National Laboratory’s PF-4 Plutonium Facility. Los Alamos converts plutonium metal into plutonium oxide for Savannah River to pack up for WIPP.

But in the 2024 National Defense Authorization Act that became law in December, Congress forbade the NNSA from expanding Los Alamos’ Advanced Recovery and Integrated Extraction System until the agency certifies that it can produce 30 pits a year in PF-4, which hosts both missions. 

Pits are the fissile cores of nuclear weapon first stages..

Some of the surplus plutonium that will pass through K-Area on its way to WIPP is in pit form, but NNSA will not begin treating that material until some time next decade after deciding that the agency could not fit a new Pit Disassembly Facility at Savannah River into its busy construction queue. The 2025 budget request affirms that plan.

Any delay in removing plutonium from South Carolina could get the NNSA sued, under the terms of a settlement the Department of Energy reached with the state in 2020. 

According to a slide Sims briefed here Tuesday, K-Area’s plutonium inventory stood at just over 11.6 metric tons in 2019. That included 5.4 metric tons of weapons grade plutonium oxide, 2.5 metric tons of weapons grade plutonium metal, 2.5 metric tons of fuel grade plutonium oxide and 1.2 metric tons of fuel grade plutonium metal.

In 2024, Sims said, the dilute and dispose program might process 250 kilograms of plutonium.

“We’ve got a ways to go,” Sims said Tuesday.
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                                NRC wants $42M for Palisades restart                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            The Nuclear Regulatory Commission on Monday requested about $2.5 million in fiscal year 2025 to review Holtec International’s requests to restart the Palisades Nuclear Plant in Michigan.

In its latest budget request, NRC also said it needs the equivalent of more than nine full-time staffers to review Holtec’s requests, which consist of multiple filings for regulatory relief including the unprecedented request that NRC reverse a license modification that prohibits Holtec from putting any fuel into Palisades single reactor.

Palisades shut down in 2022. Holtec bought the plant from Entergy that year to decommission it, but local and state governments eventually pressed for the plant’s restart. Holtec has said it can restart Palisades by August 2025, provided it receives a loan in excess of $1 billion from the Department of Energy, which as of Tuesday had not publicly committed to lending the Jupiter, Fla., company any money.

Media reported in February that DOE’s Loan Programs Office planned to enter into a conditional loan commitment with Holtec in March. In January, a company spokesperson said Holtec hoped it would have a conditional commitment by late February. 

The biggest bill the company has to pay at Palisades, according to a grant application obtained by a Freedom of Information Act request by anti-nuclear activists Beyond Nuclear, is $510 million for a new steam generator.

The NRC in January said it would take until January 2025 for the commission to give Holtec the regulatory relief it needs.

Meanwhile, the NRC requested a little more than $975 million overall for fiscal year 2025, according to the detailed budget request the agency released on Monday. That would be about $47 million less than the 2024 appropriation that was signed into law late last week.

The commission pays for most of its budget with the with fees it collects from entities, mostly power plants, that it regulates. For 2025, the agency predicts it will collect more than $824 million in fees, leaving a net appropriation of about $151 million from the treasury, according to the latest budget request.
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                                No. 2 cleanup boss Avery understands frustration with procurement pace                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — Jeff Avery, No. 2 boss at the Department of Energy’s Office of Environmental Management, said Tuesday he understands industry frustration over the slow pace of big industry procurements.

“Here’s what I can tell you about some of the extended procurement experiences,” Avery told Exchange Monitor during an interview on the sidelines of the Waste Management Symposia. “I know there is frustration with how long some of this is taking.” 

The process can take longer than either industry and DOE want, Avery said.

At the same time, it is important for The Office of Environmental Management (EM) to approach procurements deliberately while learning how to run solicitations better, Avery said. 

The EM No. 2 was responding to an Exchange Monitor question about the long-delayed award of the Portsmouth/Paducah Project Office’s Operations and Site Mission Support contract.

It has been 22 months since DOe put out the final request for proposals for the $2.9-billion, decade-long contract, which rolls up some site management duties at both sites with depleted uranium hexafluoride cleanup (DUF6) now done by Portsmouth-Paducah incumbent Mid-America Conversion Services.

DOE announced just after Christmas it was adding six more months onto the existing DUF6 contract, extending the deal to September 2024. 

In recent weeks, some in industry have told the Exchange Monitor that they expect DOE to tack on an even longer extension to Mid-America’s $788-million contract, which started in November 2016. 

DOE is also extending the current decommissioning contract held by Fluor-BWXT at the Portsmouth Site in Ohio.

Complicating matters is DOE’s June 2023 award of a successor decontamination and decommissioning contract to Amentum-led Southern Ohio Cleanup. Ten months later, DOE has not issued the incoming contractor a notice to proceed because some of the Portsmouth work affecting utilities, emergency management and security is tied to the still-unawarded Portsmouth-Paducah Operations and Site Mission Support contract.
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                                Savannah River adds to electric vehicle fleet                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — The Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site in South Carolina is about 20% to its goal of adding 600 electric vehicles over the next few years, an executive with the site’s prime contractor said here Tuesday.

The site currently has 116 electric vehicles and will add another 44 this year, Mike Swain, executive vice president of Fluor-led Savannah River Nuclear Solutions said. He made the observation during a panel discussion on nuclear sites during the Waste Management Symposia.

After 2027, the DOE sites will no longer be allowed to procure new internal combustion vehicles, although existing ones will stick around for some time, Swain said. DOE. like other government agencies, has sought to reduce its carbon footprint by adding electric vehicles and chargers at its properties.
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                                DOE spent-fuel head to speak at congressional spent fuel caucus meeting                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — Paul Murray, deputy assistant secretary for spent fuel and waste disposition, was scheduled to speak to the congressional spent fuel caucus in Washington on March 20, the Department of Energy official said here Tuesday.

“Please call your local representatives and ask them to ask me the nastiest questions,” Murray said during a panel discussion here during the annual Waste Management Symposia conference. “We’ve got to raise the profile of what we’re doing.”

Murray made the remarks Tuesday during a panel he co-hosted titled “High-Level Waste Disposal in the USA: What’s Next? Challenges and Opportunities.”

The bipartisan Spent Nuclear Fuel Solutions Caucus was founded in 2022 by Reps. Mike Levin (D-Calif.) and Chuck Fleischman (R-Tenn.). Staff designees for the caucus in Levin and Fleischman’s offices did not immediately reply to requests for comment.
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                                Start of conceptual design work nearing for federal interim storage facility, official says                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — The Department of Energy’s Office of Nuclear Energy could be about a month away from beginning conceptual work on a federally owned interim storage facility, the head of the office said here.

The federal interim storage facility could hit the project management milestone known as Critical Decision 0, or CD-0, in the next month or six weeks, Paul Murray, DOE’s deputy assistant secretary for spent fuel and waste disposition, told the Exchange Monitor here on the sidelines of the annual Waste Management Symposia.

The project is waiting for approval by the deputy secretary of energy, Murray said. It cleared a key internal review “a couple weeks ago,” said Murray.

In DOE’s project management system, CD-0 is the milestone at which federal personnel formally identify a project they believe is needed to complete an agency mission. 

Prior to the milestone, a project team hashes out a rough-order-of-magnitude cost estimate, which is vetted during an independent cost review conducted by people outside the project. The next step after that is sign off by the DOE No. 2.

The timeline Murray gave at this week’s industry conference was a little more specific than the forecast he provided in February, when he said the interim storage site would hit CD-0 in the spring and possibly reach CD-1 “this year.” CD-1 is the point at which DOE picks its preferred concept and compares it with alternatives before moving on with the project.

Under federal law, DOE is not allowed to build an interim storage site until it builds a permanent repository for spent fuel and nuclear waste. The agency has no funding for a permanent repository and Congress has been unwilling for more than 10 years to appropriate any, following the political death in 2010 of the federally authorized at Yucca Mountain in Nye County, Nev.

However, the Office of Nuclear Energy is allowed to take incremental steps toward an interim storage site, including designing one, building supporting technologies such as the Atlas rail car, and selecting a site to build one. The agency is using a consent-based siting process to locate a site in a willing host community and state.

According to the fiscal 2025 DOE budget request released on Monday, the consent-based siting process may not begin searching for a suitable site in the government fiscal year that runs through Sept. 30, 2026.

The office will spend fiscal year 2025 “preparing to move to Stage 2 in the Consent Based Siting Process,” the detailed budget request for Nuclear Energy reads. Stage two is the point in the process at which DOE “focuses on seeking volunteers interested in considering hosting a federal facility and conducting site suitability assessments,” according to the budget request.
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                                RFQ issued for solar power at Savannah River Site                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            The Savannah River Site in South Carolina is the latest Department of Energy nuclear property to issue a request for qualifications for carbon-free electricity projects.

The request for qualifications published Monday March 11 by DOE particularly targets solar power generation.

Responses to the RFQ are due before noon Eastern Time on April 19.

DOE’s Cleanup to Clean Energy program seeks to install electricity generation on unused buffer lands at the Hanford Site in Washington state, the Idaho National Laboratory, the Nevada National Security Site, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico and the Savannah River Site.
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                                Concern persists that NRC’s coming rule change could leave states holding bag on Greater-Than-Class-C waste                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX — Unwilling states could be forced to regulate Greater-Than-Class-C waste under a pending federal rule change, the head of an interest group for states that regulate low-level radioactive waste said here.

States that took on responsibility for regulating low-level radioactive waste under agreements with the NRC “are all very, very concerned about what GTCC [Greater-Than-Class-C] means to their programs,” Daniel Shrum, executive director for the Richland, Wash.-based Low-Level Radioactive Waste Forum.

NRC’s combined rulemaking on GTCC and low-level waste, which the public will not get to read until after NRC staff submit it to the commission in May, would modify Title 10, Part 61 of the Code of Federal Regulations to clarify that states that have an NRC agreement to regulate radioactive materials may regulate GTCC, a sort of high-level low-level waste, too.

Part 61 sets NRC’s rules for operating low-level radioactive waste disposal sites, as South Carolina, Texas, Utah and Washington state all do, and Shrum believes that if the rule is changed in the way the commission directed NRC staff to change it, any state that took on responsibility for that type of waste could be forced to take on responsibility for GTCC too.

It is an alarm bell that Shrum, a former EnergySolutions regulatory affairs head, has sounded before and not everyone who participated with him in a technical session here at the Waste Management Symposia agreed with his position. 

“Staff said to the commission and the commission is proceeding to direct the rulemaking that agreements states could regulate GTCC,” Larry Camper, a former NRC division head who worked on the commission’s low-level waste reforms, told Shrum during a question-and-answer session at the end of Monday’s technical discussion. “That does not mean that a state will choose to regulate GTCC.” 

A current NRC staffer, Maurice Heath, said Camper’s argument against Shrum’s “was good,” but stopped short of clarifying what the proposed rule change actually says. 

Instead, Heath urged anyone who shared the concerns Shrum raised to submit public comments about the proposed combined rule, which would be published in the Federal Register after the commission accepts it.

I would urge those [comments],” said Heath. “That’s going to better inform us and make the rule better.”

GTCC is a legal category that includes activated metals from nuclear power reactors, sealed sources, waste from manufacturing of radioisotope products, and material from DOE’s West Valley Demonstration Project cleanup in New York state. 

The NRC’s proposed rulemaking, according to information staff has shared about it to date, would allow for near-surface disposal of most types of GTCC.
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                                Maintenance outage concludes, shipments to resume at WIPP                            


                                                            By ExchangeMonitor

                                                    


                        
                            PHOENIX— A maintenance outage at the Department of Energy’s Waste Isolation Pilot Plant near Carlsbad, N.M., which started Jan. 26, concluded Monday, a site manager said Monday.

Shipments of defense-related transuranic waste to the underground salt mine should resume Friday, Tammy Hobbes, vice president of site prime contractor Salado Isolation Mining Contractors said on the sidelines of the Waste Management Symposia. 

Final paperwork for the resumption of waste shipments is being wrapped up now, Hobbes told Exchange Monitor following participation in a Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) panel discussion. 

WIPP usually has annual maintenance outages. More than 100 preventative maintenance tasks were carried out during the latest outage, Hobbes said. The outage was announced last year by Ken Harrawood, president of the Bechtel-led Salado Isolation Mining Contractors

WIPP received its first shipment of transuranic waste, from Los Alamos National Laboratory, 25 years ago this month, DOE officials said during Monday’s sessions.

WIPP is about 43% full, Harrawood said Monday, adding that the mine has already disposed of the transuranic waste from many big generators, like the long-closed Rocky Flats Plant in Colorado. Idaho National Laboratory is currently WIPP’s largest shipper and within a decade, the Hanford Site in Washington state will become a WIPP shipper, he added.
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